
 

 

TO: ASMI Board of Directors  
FROM: Susan Marks, Sustainability/Certification Advisor 
RE: Sustainability/RFM Program Report 
 
 

This report covers activities occurring November 2018 – April 10, 2019.   

The Sustainability Program continues to support and collaborate with all ASMI Programs on both 
general sustainability and certification work. We have continued assisting the International 
Program, supporting trade missions coming through Seattle and assisting overseas OMRs with 
Sustainability, RFM and Chain of Custody questions. There remains a special focus on SE Asia 
and Japan, where we continue to see opportunities to further RFM Outreach and sustainability; 
much of this brought on by the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.  We implemented a sustainability strategy 
for Japan in 2018, and based on success with this strategy, we will expand it to additional 
countries in SE Asia for 2019. 

We also continue working closely with ASMI’s Domestic team. This includes work with various 
retailers; including Walmart, who will expand their Alaska promotions and sustainability 
messaging throughout 2019. And, we have cross-functional representation with Susan Marks 
and Retail Marketing representative Mark Jones, as participants in the Food Marketing Institute 
(FMI) Strategic Leadership Council.  In January 2019, Susan Marks was interviewed for an article 
in Supermarket Perimeter magazine regarding Alaska sustainability. 

Collaboration exists with ASMI’s Technical program as we begin due diligence to completely 
update and re-write our sustainability collateral, including website messaging. 

The RFM Program remains focused on activities associated with a future transition, including 
continuing outreach workshops for the Alaska industry.  Bylaws have been completed for the 
independent foundation and will be presented to the ASMI Board during the April 23rd meeting.  
The RFM Quarterly Newsletter was released in March with a specific focus on addressing many of 
the questions the Program has been receiving regarding the impending transition. 

The Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative (GSSI) continues to increase their funding partners 
and participation in their benchmark program. They now have eight certification programs that 
have successfully been benchmarked, and they ended 2018 with a 70% growth in partnerships.  
They are currently working on Version 2.0 of their Benchmark Standard, and are also working 
with the Consumer Goods Forum (CGI) on a collaboration with the Sustainable Supply Chain 
Initiative (SSCI) on Social Responsibility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           Sustainability Program Report – April 2019 

2 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: 

Internal Program Collaboration and Support: 
 

• November 2018:   

- Spoke at the Tokyo Sustainable Seafood 
Symposium. (see below for more information) 

- While in Tokyo, conducted RFM and 
Sustainability training for the Japan OMRs. 
Conducted media interviews and accompanied 
the team to industry meetings. 

- Joined Mark J ones for retail meeting with Costco, Seattle. 

- Participation at Pacific Marine Expo, Seattle. 

• December 2018:   
 
- Provided RFM training for ASMI China office via webinar. 

 
- Worked with International team to submit a proposal to speak at SeaWeb’s Global 

Sustainability Conference.  This has been accepted and ASMI will moderate this 
panel in June 2019. 

 
January 2019:   
 

- As part of ongoing sustainability strategy for Japan, ASMI 
was asked to speak at two separate workshops in Tokyo 
focused on sustainable fisheries management and 
certification. Susan Marks developed a presentation and 
did calls and webinars with Japan OMR, Yakata Akiko to 
assist and prepare her for these speaking engagements. 
(see additional details below)  

 

 

- Susan Marks was interviewed for an 
article in Supermarket Perimeter 
Magazine. The article featured quotes 
regarding sustainability in Alaska and 
the wild Alaska Pollock fishery. 

Tokyo University, January 2019 

Tokyo Media Interviews, Nov 2018 
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Internal Program Collaboration & Support con’t.. 
 

• February 2019:  

- Assisted ASMI International Program and provided an AK Sustainability overview 
and presentation for delegation from NEU who was visiting Seattle. 

- Susan Marks was interviewed for German Magazine 
Schrot & Korn for an article discussing consumers and 
educating them about how to identify sustainable fisheries 
and the importance of communicating about origins. The 
ASMI RFM logo was featured on the last page of the 
article together with other seals that can be found in 
German retail. 

• March 2019:  

 

- Assisted ASMI International Program with 
ASMI hosted meeting between Alaska seafood 
industry and the U.S. Ambassador to the 
European Union, Gordon Sondland in Seattle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Facilitated speaking opportunity for 
ASMI at SENA’s conference on the 
FMI Power of Seafood 2018 panel. 
Worked with ASMI Domestic 
Director (interim) Megan Rider to 
prepare her for panel.  

 
 

- Assisted ASMI International Program and provided an AK Sustainability 
overview and presentation for Global Broad-Based Initiative (GBI) Buyer’s 
Mission from SE Asia who was attending SENA 2019. 

 
 

US Ambassador to EU mtg, March 2019 

FMI Panel @ SENA 2019 
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SUSTAINABILITY/RFM OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

As noted in the opening, the RFM Program has primarily been focused on due diligence and 
activities associated with the future transition. We continue to conduct industry outreach, and 
capitalize on opportunities to speak about RFM and the importance of ‘choice in certification’.  
Often we are able to weave this into other speaking opportunities that involve general 
sustainability and fisheries management. 
 
Below are some highlights from the last five months and these primarily focus on some of the 
successes we’ve had implementing a formal sustainability strategy in Japan. 

Tokyo Sustainable Seafood Symposium, November 2018: 

   

 
 
Susan Marks was invited to speak at the Tokyo Sustainable Seafood Symposium in November, 
2018.  http://sustainableseafoodnow.com/en/  She was joined at the conference with Akiko 
Yakata from our Japan office. 
 
Conference information: 
 
This conference is organized by Seafood Legacy,  http://seafoodlegacy.com/our-vision/  an NGO 
located in Japan whose focus is sustainable fisheries and educating businesses and consumers 
on sustainable seafood.  This was the 4th year and the numbers of registered attendees was 
850!  This number has quadrupled since the conference started in 2015.    
 

 

Tokyo Workshops, January 2019: 

On January 30, ASMI Japan representative, Akiko Yakata, gave presentations at two separate 
workshops in Tokyo focused on sustainable fisheries management and certification.  

 

http://sustainableseafoodnow.com/en/
http://seafoodlegacy.com/our-vision/
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RFM Update Newsletter 
 
The RFM Newsletter was released in 
Q1 of 2019. We kept our  ‘Greeting 
from the RFM Committee Chair’, and 
used this section to elaborate on the 
RFM transition.  The RFM Team added 
a new ‘5 Q’s With…’ section and our 
first interview was with RFM Salmon 
and Pacific Cod client Julie Decker 
with AFDF.   

Sustainability/RFM Outreach con’t… 
 

1) Tokyo University invited ASMI to present on 
the “Development of Sustainable Fisheries and 
Eco-labels” to an audience of 35 professionals 
from major seafood companies, retailers, 
research organizations, and the university 
sector.  

 

 

2) The NGO Seafood Legacy conducted a workshop to educate 40 major Japanese retail, 
wholesale and other seafood industry participants on the world’s seafood certification 
schemes. Yakata presented on the RFM certification scheme and joined in a panel 
alongside representatives from MSC, ASC, BAP and Seafood Legacy.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    
 

Seafood Legacy Workshop, Tokyo Jan, 2019 
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Sustainability/RFM Outreach con’t… 
 
 
 
 
Participation in FMI Seafood Strategy Committee Meeting 
 

The Food Marketing Institute (FMI) is the largest retail trade 
association in the US. ASMI joined FMI in 2017 and secured a seat on the Strategic Advisory 
Council to the Seafood Strategy Committee.  There are 44 members from various retailers 
on the committee, and 30 members from industry and NGO sectors on the Strategic Advisory 
Council. ASMI is represented by Sustainability/Certification Advisor Susan Marks and Retail 
Marketing Specialist Mark Jones.  They attended the meeting in Boston on March 16. 

** Follow-up:  At SENA, FMI released its ‘Power of 
Seafood Report’. FMI has produced a ‘Power of Produce’ 
and a ‘Power of Meat’ report.  These reports identify the 
biggest trends in consumer purchasing and consumption.  
ASMI was represented on a panel about this report by 
Interim Domestic Director Megan Rider. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Sample of meetings @ SENA 2019: 
 GSSI 
 Rubio’s 
 Diversified Communications 
 HighLiner / Retail and Foodservice leadership 
 Iceland RFM 
 Louisiana RFM 
 Fair Trade USA 
 Seafood Watch / MSC / ASMI joint meeting  
 SAI  Global / fisheries Certification Body 

 
 
 

Meetings SENA 2019 
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ALASKA RFM PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

The Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative (GSSI) continues to see growth 
and momentum.  They have now successfully benchmarked 8 certification 
programs and major retailers continue to modify their procurement policies.  

The focus for 2019/2020 will be development of Version 2 of their benchmark standard and a 
collaboration with Consumer Good Forum (CGF) that will focus on social responsibility.  The 
Alaska RFM Program began our Monitoring of Continuous Alignment process with GSSI in March 
2019, which should be completed by May 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certification schemes 
that have been 

successfully 
benchmarked to the 

GSSI Benchmark 
Standard 
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Alaska RFM Program Highlights continued… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Certification Bodies & Accreditation Boards 

 

 

Regular dialog continues with the CBs and ABs.  One area of focus is SE Asia, as we need to 
prepare for the possibility of increased CoC applicants.  In doing so, we are exploring how to 
work with AMITA, who is a local CB in Japan that industry have expressed their comfort with.  
AMITA is not ISO 17065 accredited, and thus not eligible to be an approved CB with RFM; 
however, an AMITA auditor can sub-contract with SAI Global and be trained to do RFM CoC 
audits.  This is currently being explored.   
 

 

Major retailers 
and foodservice 
partners who 
have modified 
their sourcing 

policies to 
recognize GSSI 


